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This seems to be the most suitable way to descr ibe what is going on 
here: Explor ing sound and st ructure, harmony and disharmony. No wonder 
that this sounds...bulky, erupt ive, at t imes brutal, at t imes ir r itat ing, 
seldom calm or soothing. Though, at least it ’s never unspectacular, hal f-
hear ted or i l l - considered. 

With KEEFE JACKSON and CHRISTOPH ERB on bass clar inet and tenor 
saxophone, TOMEKA REID on cello and JASON ROEBKE on bass, this is a 
merger of four f ree - spir ited sound nerds, complement ing one another.  
It goes without saying that this might y tempest of sounds may conjure up 
images of rugged crater landscapes, or of a future crowded with nothing but 
wretched skeletons, dancing away in a manic f renzy.

The group’s debut album wil l  be released this summer on Veto Records 
(Switzerland). Fred Lonberg-Holm (cello), who appears on the record, is 
being replaced for this tour by Jason Roebke (double bass). 

As they say: It ’s a challenging l istening experience. Yet, an experience 
nonetheless. 

 EXPLORING 
THE OPTIONS 

OF SOUND.   



K E E F E  J A C K S O N  is a Chicago saxophonis t/clar inet t is t/
improv isor/composer. He ar r ived in Chicago in 2001 f rom his 
nat ive Fayet tev i l le, A rkansas. He per forms regular ly in the U.S. 
and in Europe with many music ians inc lud ing Tim Daisy, Dave 
Rempis, Jeb Bishop, Jason Roebke, Gui l le rmo Gregorio, Jason 
Adasiewicz, Mike Reed, Jason Ste in, Josh Berman, Aram Shelton, 
Fred Lonberg-Holm, Frank Rosa ly, and Marc Unternaehrer in 
groups such as the Fast C i t izens, Chicago Luzern Exchange, 
and Keefe Jackson’s Projec t Projec t, a larger ensemble. A s an 
improv isor he has p layed with Michael Moore, Ab Baars, Mich ie l 
Braam, and Anthony Coleman . Record ings are avai lab le on 
Delmark and Clean Feed Records .

C H R I S T O P H  E R B , is a tenor saxophonis t / bass 
c lar inet is t, improv iser, composer and music presenter. He 
cur rent ly l i ves in Lucerne, Switzer land. 2006, he won the ZKB 
Swiss Jazz pr ize with h is group erb_ gut. Awarded in 2007 of 
the cu l t ure pr ize of the c i t y Lucerne. 2011, Scholar ship of the 
c i t y and canton of Lucerne for a four month s tay in Chicago 
as an ar t is t in res idence where he recorded severa l sess ions: 
Erb/Baker/Zerang , Erb A lone, Erb/Lonberg-Holm/Roebke/
Rosaly, “Screw and Straw ” (a duo with ce l l is t Lonberg-Holm.) 
Erb/ Baker and the Bererberg Tr io (with Josh Berman and Fred 
Lonberg-Holm)

2012 he received the A r t and Cul ture pr ize of the Kanton 
Lucerne. He leads h is own bands: L i la, Veto, BigVeto and 
erb_ gut. Erb has per formed and recorded with some of the most 
internat ional ly respec ted improv is ing music ians and composer s 
in jazz and improv ised music: J im Baker, Michael Zerang, Jason 
Ste in, Josh Berman, Paul Lovens, Mart in Schütz, Christy Doran, 
Urs Le imgruber, Hans Koch, Danie l Humai r, Hara ld Härter, Peter 
Schärl i, Christ ian Weber, Christ ian Wolfart and many other s. A s 
a s ideman he co l laborates among other s with Manuel Mengis 
Gruppe 6 (Cd “Into the Barn”, HatHut) He has toured in Europe, 
South Amer ica and the US.   
   

T O M E K A  R E I D  i s a Chicago based ce l l is t, composer 
and educator, and has been descr ibed as “a remarkably ver sat i le 
p layer” by the Chicago Tr ibune. Equal ly adept in c lass ica l 
and jazz contex t s, Ms. Reid predominant ly f inds her se l f in 
exper imental and improv isator y set t ings and composes for a wide 
range of ins t rumentat ion, f rom big band to chamber ensemble. 
Ms. Reid’s music combines her love for groove a long with f reer 
concept s. 

Ms. Reid is an integra l par t of Dee A lexander’s Evolut ion 
Ensemble, Nicole Mitchel l ’s Black Ear th Ensemble/Strings, 
Mike Reed’s Loose Assembly, the Associat ion for the 
Advancement of Creat ive Musicians (A ACM) Great Black 
Music Ensemble, and co - leads the internat ional ly recognized 

s t r ing t r io, Hear in Now wi th per formances in Poznan, Poland; 
Par is, France; Rome, Venice, Mi lan, I ta ly ; Soazza, Switzer land; 
and in the US: Chicago, New York and Vermont. In addi t ion to 
the a forement ioned ensembles, Ms. Reid per forms with many 
of today’s forward th ink ing music ians in the wor ld of jazz 
and creat ive music inc lud ing Anthony Braxton, George Lewis, 
Roscoe Mitchel l, Jeb Bishop, Myra Mel ford, Fred Lonberg-Holm, 
Mary Halvorson, Denis Fournier, Edward Wi lkerson and Harrison 
Bankhead . Ms. Reid a lso leads her own t r io featur ing gui tar is t 
Matt Schneider and bass is t Josh Abrams , for which she composes. 
Ms. Reid can be heard on numerous s tudio record ings. 

A s an educator, Ms. Reid has led s t r ing improv isat ion 
workshops in I ta ly and the US. Most recent ly she co - d i rec ted 
the 2012 Vancouver Jazz Fest iva l’s High School Jazz Intensive . 
For seven year s, Ms. Reid co - d i rec ted the s t r ing program at the 
Univers i ty of Chicago’s Laboratory School for s tudent s grade 
5 thru 12. Ms. Reid is a lso an ABD doc tora l candidate at the 
Univers i ty of I l l ino is: Urbana-Champaign. 

A s a composer, Ms. Reid has been commiss ioned by the 
A ACM, the Chicago Jazz Fest ival and the Chicago Jazz 
Ensemble and has had severa l oppor tuni t ies to showcase her 
work abroad at fes t iva ls such as Umbria Jazz, An Insolent 
Noise and Vignola Jazz. She has been nominated and awarded 
res idencies for composi t ion with the Ragdale Foundat ion and the 
2nd Annual Make Jazz Fel lowship hosted by the 18th St reet A r t s 
Organizat ion. Ms. Reid was se lec ted as a 2012 par t ic ipant in 
the Jazz Composers Orchestra Inst i tute he ld at the Univer s i t y of 
Cal i forn ia: Los Angeles. 

The d iver s i t y of J A S O N  R O E B K E ’ S  (double bass) 
musica l associat ions make him one of the most sought a f ter 
bass is t s in Chicago and beyond. His p lay ing is intensely 
physica l, audacious, and spar se. He t ravels ex tensive ly with 
Mike Reed’s People, P laces and Things quar tet and leads 
h is own Combinat ion and Octet ensembles. Roebke recent ly 
p layed concer t s with legendar y pop icon Van Dyke Parks and 
re leased the duo record ing, panoramic, with saxophonis t 
Tobias Del ius . Roebke works c lose ly with choreographer Ayako 
Kato in the group Art Union Humanscape. He is a member of the 
Jeb Bishop Trio, Jason Adasiewicz Rol ldown, James Falzone 
KL ANG, Jason Stein’s Locksmith Is idore, and Jorri t Di jkstra’s 
F lat lands Col lec t ive & P i l low C ircles .


